Hollensbury

Trinity Methodist Cemetery - the Spite House builder and his daughters

O Trinity Methodist Cemetery O Presbyterian Cemetery [ Buried elsewhere

John Wesley Hollensbury
(July 11, 1803 — Nov 8, 1876) - brickmaker; city council
Built the Spite House, 523 Queen St., 1830: 7 ft 6 in wide,
25 ft deep, 350 square feet, beside his 1780 home
Burial: A:5, footstone “J.W.H.”
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Frances “Fannie”
Died of tuberculosis
Burial: A:5, with him

Harriet
Died of dropsy
Burial: A:5

Julia Charlotte Hollensbury Sherwood
Burial: Washington Street Burial: Trinity
United Methodist Cemetery

Joseph Thomas Sherwood
Her husband
Burial: Presbyterian Cemetery

Why build it? Tradition says spite, to keep wagons and loiterers out of the alley; other theories point to a neighborly dispute or a gift for his daughters. It has since appeared on The Oprah Winfrey Show.




