
Plain 
Methodist Protestant Cemetery - a firefighter lost in the 1855 King Street fire 

George O. Plain 
(c. 1819 — Nov 17, 1855) - a painter 

Star Fire Company; holding a hose pipe on the upper 

floor when the walls fell at the Dowell China Shop fire 

Named on the Firefighters Memorial at Ivy Hill 

Burial: E57, footstone “G.P.” 

Married 

D5 methodist Protestant Cemetery i Context, or burial not confirmed 

Family tree by Gravestone Stories - gravestonestories.com 

Catherine A. Johnston Plain 
His widow; called a sister of Caroline 

Matilde Johnson — see the Johnson tree 

Six children, left fatherless in 1855 

Benjamin, 18 - Ann (“Anna Bella”), 15 - Mildred, 12 

John, 10 - Catharine, 8 - Caroline Amy, 5 

Seven firefighters died on Nov 17, 1855, when a wall collapsed in Hugh Smith’s warehouse at 215-217 King Street, home of the Dowell China Shop (see the Hugh Smith tree): Plain, William Evans, James Keene and Robert I. Taylor (Methodist Protestant 

Cemetery), G. David Appich (Presbyterian), J. Carson Green (Christ Church) and John Roach (St. Mary’s). More than 4,000 people came to the funerals. 

“None knew him but to love him, none named him but in praise.” From his stone. 

https://gravestonestories.com/alexandria-family-trees/#plain

